
HOW TO PROTECT YOUR HOME AND SAVE MONEY 
WITH FEMA COMPLIANT FLOOD VENTS

It May Be A Lot Easier Than You Think

Would you like to understand the FEMA flood vent regulations that apply to your home? And 
reduce your flood insurance premiums by a sizable amount?

This document makes the regulations easy to understand, points out the benefits of installing 
flood vents, and will help you decide what kind of vents to install.

Properly positioned and installed flood vents in your home's foundation walls will not only help 
you protect your investment, they can help you save money. And, despite what you may have 
heard, the regulations governing their type and placement are easy to understand.

These regulations were stipulated by the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP), a program 
of the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA)

Requirements: The Basics

1 - Openings must be installed in foundation walls so that the water can flow, unimpeded, in and 
out of the craw space without damaging the walls' integrity. The regulation is easy to remember: 
one square inch of opening in the foundation wall for ever square foot of the area of you house. 
For example a 2,000-square-foot crawl space would need 2,000 square inches of opening. The 
number of flood vents you need to install depends on the size and type of vent you buy. (More 
on that later).

2 - Each enclosed area must have a minimum of two openings. If there are multiple enclosed 
areas within the foundation walls, each area must have at least two openings in its exterior 
walls.

3 - Flood vents must be below flood level to work. The bottom of each opening must be no more 
than 1 foot above whichever of these is higher: the interior or the exterior grade immediately 
under the opening.

4 - Any screens, grates, grills, fixed louvers, or other covers or devices you install must not block 
or hinder the automatic flow of floodwaters into and out of the enclosed area.
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Why Are Flood Vents Required?

The purpose of flood vents (aka "flood gates") is to reduce structural damage from flooding. 
These permanent openings accomplish this objective by allowing water to pass into or out of a 
building's exterior foundation walls.

Why is that so important? In a flood situation, if the water pressure inside and outside your 
home can't equalize rapidly enough, the windows and doors could blow out. In addition, this 
pressure can compromise the foundation and make your home unsafe to live in. Studies have 
shown that houses with proper openings survive a flood; homes without such vents collapse.

Who Needs Flood Vents?

According to its website, the NFIP "requires flood vents for residential basements, crawl spaces, 
garages, and other enclosed structures that are below the Base Flood Elevation (BFE) in 
Special Flood Hazard Areas." BFE is the height of the base flood, usually in feet, in relation to 
the Nation Vertical Datum or 1929 or other datum as specified.

When a community participates in the NFIP every property owner in the community must follow 
all of FEMA's and NFIP's requirements whether or not the property owner purchases flood 
insurance. One of the requirements is properly installed flood vents.

How Cost Savings Add Up

Properly installed and situated flood vents can pay for themselves very quickly. They allow you 
to save in two ways. The annual reduction on your flood insurance premiums can be 
considerable. Secondly, should floodwaters rise to you home, flood vents can reduce the risk of 
structural damage, which can be very costly to repair.

For more information or to answer any questions you may have about flood vents or other 
concerns with your home related to the services we provide, please don’t hesitate to call us: 
843-763-6669.
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